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CLUB EVENT
WHAT: CLUB GATHERING

WHEN: Saturday, July 28, 2018

TIME: 10:15-11:15 am

LOCATION: BMW of Maui
 151 Ala’ihi St. Kahului, MAUI

Pastries will be provided!

Come talk cars and meet members 
who live on Maui.

BRING A GUEST
and introduce them to becoming a member.

RSVP: jbigay@gmail.com 

KNOW OF ANYONE WHO MIGHT LIKE 
TO JOIN BMW CCA? 

Annual membership is just $48.00
including Roundel magazine

and the Newsletter.
Call 1-800-878-9292 or register at

bmwcca.org/chapter/hawaii-chapter

bmwcca.org/chapter/hawaii-chapter
continued on next page ➤
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NINE ‘N THREE
John Bigay

 In early June, I attended the 
Pacific Regional Meeting for BMW 
CCA chapter presidents from the 
club’s Pacific Region. The BMW 
CCA’s 66 “geographic” chapters 
are grouped into five regions 
(North Atlantic, South Atlantic, 
North Central, South Central, and 
Pacific) – there are also two non-
geographic chartered chapters 
(the E30 and the E31 Chapters). 
The Pacific Region consists of 13 
chapters in six western states (if 
your curiosity is peaked or you just 
want to refresh your knowledge of 
your club’s extent, you can find all 
of the basic chapter information 
near the back of every issue of 
Roundel, our club’s excellent 
monthly magazine).
 The one-day “Pacific Regional 
Roadshow” was held on June 9 
at the Sheraton Four Points Hotel, 
just outside of LAX in Los Angeles. 
In addition to chapter presidents 
from all but one of the region’s 
chapters, others in attendance 
included the club’s Executive 
Board (President, Exec. VP, 
Secretary and Treasurer), National 
Office staff (Exec. Director, 
Secretary, Treasurer, and Director 

of IT), as well as the Pacific Region 
VP, Jeff Cowan. Those of you who 
have been long-time members 
may recall that the current National 
Board Exec. VP, Eddie Funahashi, 
is a former Pacific Region VP 
and not-infrequent visitor to 
Hawaii and our chapter. Several 
of the chapters sent additional 
representatives, and the Hawaii 
chapter was also ably represented 
by long-time member, Eric Chow. 
Many of you probably know that 
our current BMW CCA Exec. 
Board President, Steve Johnson, 
formerly of the Southern Cal area, 
now resides on Maui. 
 Prior to this meeting, similar 
meetings were held in the South 
Central and South Atlantic 
regions, with the other two 
regions to follow. The theme of 
the meetings is “BMW CCA in 
the Next 50 Years”, a reference to 
the amazing fact that the club has 
existed for 50 years! Not that the 
idea was to look forward to predict 
how the club will look in the year 
2068 – could any of the members 
from 1968 (some still with us!) have 
possibly envisioned the BMWCCA 
(no space in the name at that time!) 

being around in 50 years, and that 
it would have over 60 chapters and 
65,000 members?
 Despite “the ravages of time”, 
the club still exists! But it is not 
unchanged, and the BMW CCA, 
like many institutions, has had 
to – and will have to – adapt to 
changing times. Much of the 
discussion at the meeting focused 
on such adaptation. For instance, 
it is not uncommon for members 
to come and go in any club, and 
ours has been gradually waning 
in total member count over the 
last decade. Some of us may 
take it for granted, but a car 
club with a U.S. membership of 
65,000 – not to mention a peak of 
75,000 about a decade ago – is 
simply amazing! Perhaps a drop 
in total membership is simply a 
sign of the times, of generational 
differences, economic and social 
realities, personal needs and 
priorities, and a car brand that is 
significantly different today than 
it was in 1968 with a bewildering 
stable of models, of much greater 
complexity, less “shade-tree-
mechanic-friendly”, and a truly 
global market.
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a lull, Michael’s son, Mick, drove two laps 
in the Benneton F1 that Michael won his 
first championship with, in 1994. This of 
course was a perfect event to get us in 
the mood for our own track time.
 After a couple of days sightseeing 
in Amsterdam, we arrived at the 
Norschleife, with a light mist to 
dampen the track, and heighten the 
anticipation. RSR, the company we 
rented the BMW from, is one of several 
companies that rent cars for driving on 
six tracks throughout Europe, they also 
offer instruction (wise for first-timers), 
and full support for their cars. At the 
Nordschleife, the track is often open 
for ‘Tourist Days’, where one can drive 
pretty much anything you want, with 
no oversight, inspection, or control. The 
spectacular Nurburgring crashes that 
are a You Tube staple, are the result of 
the clueless, driving well beyond their 
capability and ability to regain control 
of their cars when they lose control. 
Track days are considerably better 
organized and run. Generally speaking, 
well prepared cars and experienced 
drivers are on the track with you. As a 
result, most drivers, while driving more 
aggressively, have more situational 
awareness, they understand the limits 
of their car, and give you room for yours. 

Lots of high-end/race prepped Porsches, 
BMWs, a Corvette or two, and even 
McLarens make up most of the track day 
cars.
 We wisely had arranged to have an 
instructor get us settled in, because there 
are 72 corners around a 21 kilometer 
course. The common knowledge 
amongst experienced drivers here is that 
it takes hundreds of laps before you can 
start driving quickly. Most corners are 
blind, and have late apexes – You have 
no idea what is at the exit of the corner 
until you’re at the apex, ready to track 
out. Elevation change is something on 
the order of 300 meters, from highest 
to lowest points. The asphalt is narrow, 
with a few feet of wet grass on either 
side, bordered by Armco barriers, trees 
– or cliffs! Runoff areas are few and far 
between. Drivers are responsible for all 
damage to the car and track barriers; our 
rental car was valued at $38K.  
 We were, as you can imagine, slower 
than most at first, with faster cars 
coming up quickly and passing at their 
first opening. On our second day, we 
had gained some confidence, and while 
picking up some speed in the twisties, 
were burying the speedometer along 
the long straight at 260km/hr, or about 
160 mph. The 330 hp M235i was as 

stable and predictable as 
you could want - (I asked 
if I could take it home with 
me!). The Nordschleife was 
exciting and daunting – our 
mutual goal was to have 
fun, stay on the track, and 
not hit anything, which we 
successfully accomplished. 
I achieved my personal 
Nordschleife goal of 
breaking 10 minutes, on my 
last lap.
 After we wrapped up on 
our second day, we met Ron 
Simmons, former pro racer, 
and the owner/CEO of RSR, 
and after seeing how thrilled 
we were with our two track 

days, he took us out, one-at-a-time, in his 
‘Ring Taxi’, a 550 hp M3, to show us how 
it’s done- it was a thrilling ride- on my lap, 
only one car, a Porsche GT3, got by him. 
Ron’s lap time was 8:11. Impressed I was.
 After that motivational experience, we 
headed back to Spa for a third track day, 
in a similar M235i.
 Spa is legendary; it is the longest 
current F1 track at 7 km, and it is where 
Dan Gurney set a record by being the 
first American driver to win an F1 race 
– and in a car of his own design, the 
Gurney Westlake. Driving Spa was a 
dream: wide, smooth, and incredibly 
fast. Unlike the Nurburgring, there was 
plenty of run-off room, and great visibility. 
Powering up Au Rouge to the blind, off 
camber, left hand sweeper was a thrill- 
and while I could only manage 160 km/hr, 
half of what the F1 drivers were doing, it 
was a dream come true.  
 We had a little brake issue late in the 
morning with slightly warped front rotors, 
but RSR fixed them quickly, and got us 
back out. A great lunch, and a hospitality 
suite in one of the pit garages was a nice 
touch. It was all over much too quickly, 
and back on the plane to Hawaii. I haven’t 
completely given up on returning to Spa 
for another day, (or two...)

HAWAIIAN GEARHEAD DREAM VACATION
August 25 – September 6, 2017  |  Patrick Casey
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 There was much discussion about 
how to assist chapters – especially those 
of small and/or declining membership – 
in meeting the requirements to sustain 
their charter. It is tougher for small 
chapters to meet the requirements for 
quarterly newsletters, holding meetings, 
staging events, complying with state 
and federal paperwork requirements for 
retaining non-profit status, maintaining 
membership lists, operating chapter 
websites and other social-media 
involvement – and finding the volunteers 
to do these things. A move toward 
producing quarterly regional newsletters 
has been under discussion for a while, 
something that might help smaller 
chapters by allowing them to provide 
input rather than having to produce their 
own newsletter each quarter. Ideas such 
as merging smaller chapters (not a new 
idea) have also been around. This may be 
especially difficult for the geographically-
challenged and isolated chapters of “the 
islands” (Puerto Rico and Hawaii) where 
a potential merging partner chapter may 
be quite some water-filled distance away.
 Even the potential fate of the club’s 
magazine was discussed. While many 
club members value Roundel as a 
major reason for being in the club – and 

perhaps the only “club activity” they 
participate in– the future of print media 
is murky. There has already been a drop 
in advertising revenue in Roundel, for 
several reasons, including the “vicious 
cycle” of declining membership (target 
audience) potentially affecting an 
advertiser’s decisions. Appealing to 
“the new generation” was discussed in 
L.A., too. With BMW building more and 
more SUV-type vehicles, this segment 
of the automobile market is definitely 
becoming more prominent. SUV/SAV 
and “crossover” buyers of BMWs and 
other luxury marques are often more 
family and utility oriented than they may 
be “race car” oriented. In addition, there 
are more and more Millennial and Gen-X 
women buyers. One of the future focus 
areas of the BMW CCA will be to appeal 
to these growing segments of the BMW-
buying public, with more family-oriented 
club and chapter events.     
 It is clear that, as BMW CCA 
members, we are all part of a widely 
diverse and successful group. We are 
spread geographically all over the USA 
and into two oceans. There are members 
who enjoy driving events - from casual 
local touring, to driver-training events, to 
rally events, to competitive racing; there 

are members who do all of their own 
maintenance, those who are “purists” 
and those who modify their rides to the 
extreme, those who will drive nothing 
but a manual transmission (something 
becoming increasingly rare), or who just 
want to get discounts on parts from the 
dealer, and of course there are also those 
who wish to do nothing more than simply 
read Roundel or qualify for their next 
Membership Reward rebate. While the 
BMW CCA has been able to flourish for 
50 years, the question to all of us is – what 
do we want the club to look like over the 
next 50?
 This brings us to…acknowledging 
that everyone is busy, we need YOU (as 
a volunteer)! We are looking for someone 
tech-savvy and willing to spend a couple 
of hours per week to build up our website 
and increase our social media presence, 
in order to help us (particularly those of 
us not of the current generation) “get with 
the times”. Any assistance or guidance 
will be greatly appreciated. How about 
our Maui, Kauai or Hawaii Island 
members? Finally, as Hawaii Chapter 
members, what would you like to achieve 
with your club membership? Let us know 
how we can help in return! 

In the autumn of 2017, after months of planning, 
Hawaii Chapter member Patrick Casey and friend 
Doug Munson, flew to Germany to attend the Belgium 
Formula 1 at Spa Francorchamps, followed by two track 
days at the fabled Nurburgring Nordschleife (north 
track), and finishing up with a third track day back at 
Spa – all three days in a rental BMW M235i.
 The August 25-27 Belgium Grand Prix was an 
experience in major crowd negotiation, since the 
grandstands and open areas were generally packed. 
Fortunately, we stayed in the local town and walked 
to and from the track, and we only got soaked once 
by the rains that can happen within minutes at Spa. 
Large screens were placed around the course and 
were invaluable in keeping track of the event. For those 
of you who follow F1, Lewis Hamilton equaled Michael 
Schumacher’s all time pole record at this event. During 


